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Abstract:  In this paper we bring the partial results of a research about the treatment conceded, by 
journalism, to violence against women. It is conducted by interrogations toward the circulating 
discourses on such matters, at each occurrence of brutality. 
Took in the senses established by Dominique Maingueneau and Patrick Charaudeau, our theoretical 
and methodological basis, the discourses constitute the locus where the ideas, in which a culture is 
grounded, find its materialization. According to this basis we should pay attention to specific marks, 
in vocabulary and phrases, signs that bears the tone and idiosyncrasies of ideologies. 
The questions and hypothesis in our horizon are related to the investigation of the restrictions that 
traditional discourses, already consolidated, promote on relatively new discourses, as the ones about 
women rights. At the same time, they are connected to the effort to grasp the exchange and dispute 
between the contradictory discourses that mirror diverse facets of a community frame of mind. 
The space to a proper and consistent corpus among an ocean of products, and in order to avoid the 
fluid interchange, often transitory, of social media, found its anchorage point in journalism. 
Conceived as place of register and memory of facts, as position of struggle and ideas negotiations, 
its reports compose a suitable ground to the exercise of the present inquire. 
Although the last decades have seen the birth of laws that preserve human rights and condemn all 
sort of violence and unworthy treatment toward women, the main impulse to the above described 
research was given by the perception of constant confrontation, in the last years, between legislation 
and social praxis, between principles and cultural habits. This situation is persistent in a worldwide 
scenario, thus showing the social and cultural relevancy of the investigated subject. 
Followed by intense commotion in the social media, with correspondent public live manifestations, 
the systematic aggressions, above all in sexual terms, are continuous, as displayed in the 10º 
Brazilian Yearbook on Public Safety – five rapes per hour in 2016. Symptomatically, it is current 
the terminology “rape culture” to designate the Brazilian condition. 
In the reports of recent events, such as the rape of a sixteen old girl in Rio de Janeiro West Zone, 
May 21, 2016, surface antagonist opinions. There are claims for the victim defense as well as 
statements that the victim deserved the mistreatment because of her way of life, that her clothes 
were an invitation to abuse etc. 
As example of the conducted analysis, this case is here examined by means of the reports in Folha 
de S. Paulo, newspaper with a most expressive circulation in Brazil, since its outbreak in May until 
the arrest of those responsible for it in June 17. The present article aims the disclosure of research 
results that may contribute to a better understanding of the discursive dynamics, of the journalistic 
role in them and of the actual respect to human rights in our own culture.  


