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Abstract:  This paper proposes to analyze the discourses about comedy, freedom of expression and 
offense that emerge in Brazilian newspapers. Our starting point to the discursive analysis is 
journalistic texts published in two important newspapers of the country, Folha de S. Paulo and O 
Estado de S. Paulo, between 2012 and 2016. The choice of the theme is justified by controversial 
episodes in Brazilian public debate about the offensive potential of comedy manifestations, 
especially those that target social minorities. At the same time, in order to understand this debate, it 
is necessary to research the role played by journalism in the mediation of circulating discourses. 
The last few decades have been characterized by the emergence of epistemological reconfigurations 
in the perception about the interweaving between language and power. Increasingly, the symbolic 
plan – or the discursive order, in other words – is taken as a fundamental component to the 
establishment of power relations, rather than an accessory or complementary element of political 
action. In the Brazilian case, the presence of discourses fixing such understanding on language has 
been observed since at least the beginning of the 1990s, when controversies about the power of 
words in crystallizing prejudices reached public notoriety because of the discussions associated with 
the "political correctness". 
As we show in this paper, the controversies referring comedy manifestations brought to light in 
public sphere are marked by discourses about the collision between fundamental rights: on one 
hand, the expression and communication rights; on the other, the personality rights, the protection 
of intimacy, honor, image and dignity. Besides, in some cases, we observe occurrences of hate 
speech, whose prohibition by states is recommended by the human rights treaties issued after World 
War II. 
In order to analyze discursively the journalistic texts, we base this work on Dominique 
Maingueneau's and Patrick Charaudeau's concepts, in particular, with regard to the concepts of 
“interdiscourse” and “circulating discourse”, which constitute our main theoretical and 
methodological basis. Our findings point out that the journalistic material is characterized by the 
invisibilization of the Other or by the framing of the Other from binary categories. The isotopic 
marks identified in the analyzed texts - separation between speech and action, defense of "free 
market of ideas", understanding that any form of expression control can turn into censorship - are 
typical of a liberal view on freedom of expression presented by an "absolutist discourse", quoting 
the expression by Anshuman Mondal. 
 As conclusion, we seek to problematize the liberal discourse on freedom of expression and to 
outline ways for a more complex justification to protect expression. In order to do that, we base on 
the reflections proposed by Mondal and Eric Barendt. Finally, we propose to discuss the role of 
Communication field in such debate, highlighting the urgency of a media critique that is capable of 
compromising itself ethically with the challenge of representing otherness, offering parameters to 
the discussion in cases of offense and contributing to a complexification of freedom of expression 
understanding, especially in face of cultural difference.  


